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The Citizens’ Advice Bureau is a long-standing
institution, supported by public funds, that helps
members of the public in the unfamiliar circumstances
in which they may find themselves. Where to go? Who
to see? What do I have to do to get the help I need?
These often involve finding a way through the maze of
forms and administration needed to seek financial help
when need is at its highest and individuals are often in
despair; but it can also be a simple
question of finding a starting point.
Until early this year, a CAB
representative attended the Denby
Dale Parish Council offices at
Skelmanthorpe on a fortnightly basis and was – in
terms of funds recovered for members of the public –
a very worthwhile service. However, this service was
removed from our area and centralised in Huddersfield
– which is fine if the individuals seeking help can
afford the bus fare to Huddersfield and find the service
they need in an unfamiliar and bustling surrounding.
The Parish Council has voted to support the return of
this service in its previous format, on a fortnightly
basis; and the annual cost of £4,770 will be paid from
Parish Council funds which, in the end, means the
ratepayers of Denby Dale Parish. Use of the system
will be monitored to ensure continued value for money
but the service was well-used before and there is no
reason why it should not be well-used again, once it is
up and running and people know that it is there. The
council is also investigating the value of supplying a
similar service to one or more other centres in the
parish – which stretches from High Flatts to Emley –
but this will be on the basis of careful assessment.
For the moment, we are delighted to see the return of
a valued service to our local area. Details will be made
public as soon as they are finalised.
Cllr Gott

Look out for the new collection box in the
Skelmanthorpe Council building where you can donate
WEST
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food
items
and other essentials
which will go to the
Welcome Centre in Huddersfield for redistribution.

To contact the Parish Council, email

WEST YORKSHIRE POLICE DROP-INS
Over the summer we saw a small rise in burglaries and
petty theft in various parts of the Parish. We also had
several instances of people knocking on doors trying to
sell things to residents, despite the Parish being a no
cold calling zone. In response to this, meetings were
organised at Denby Dale Community Library which were
attended by our local ward PC Caroline Newsome, the
local Crime Prevention Officer, the Neighbourhood
Watch Coordinator, and officers from the Safer Kirklees
council team who were able to provide useful information
to those residents in attendance.
Caroline will be hosting further drop-ins in Denby Dale
Community Library on the 28th of October at 1:30pm and
the 17th of December at 1.30pm to chat with residents
about any issues they may have.
You can also report issues using the West Yorkshire
Police online reporting system, on their website.
Residents are also invited to get free consultations and
advice on the safety of their property with the Crime
Prevention Officer and to establish a Neighbourhood
Watch in their area with the support of the
Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator – these can be
arranged via our local Neighbourhood Policing Team at
rural@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk.
In response to requests from residents, Cllr Turner and
Cllr Simpson have found funds for some no cold calling
stickers for those who wish to display them to discourage
cold callers. These will be available in Skelmanthorpe
and Denby Dale libraries. They can also be provided by
contacting Cllr Turner who will then be able to post them
out. Both Councillors are also in the process of
procuring some new no cold calling signs for lampposts
to put up around the Parish
Useful telephone numbers:
§ In case of threat to life, or an ongoing incident
residents should always dial 999
§ When incidents are not an ongoing emergency
residents should call 101
§ Our local Neighbourhood Policing Team email is
rural@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk
You can also report cold calling to West Yorkshire
Trading Standards on 03454 040506. For more
information on cold calling you can visit the West
Yorkshire Trading Standards website.

clerk@denbydale.com or phone the Clerk on 01484 861239.
Thursday.

Office hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and

COUNTRYSIDE PROJECT
The Denby Delf interpretation project came to fruition
this summer in brilliant sunshine at an East Peak
Outdoors event pictured below. The weather for the
celebratory walk around the site contrasted markedly
with conditions earlier in the week when the
information boards were installed!

Before…..
Another East Peak
Outdoors event
featured a bike ride
along the Kirkburton
spur of the Trans
Pennine Trail, as part of
the 30th anniversary
celebrations of this
coast to coast route.

……After

Also in June, the
Countryside project
helped local
craftspeople with their
annual decoration of Woollen (East Hill) Woods, which
this year coincided with the Kirklees-wide Woven
project, hence the installation of a ‘loom’. The area
was subsequently scythed by volunteers as a
traditional way to manage a wildflower meadow,
developing skills which can hopefully transfer to the
management of the new wildflower area planned in
Skelmanthorpe park renovations.
Pollution monitoring of
the Dearne continues
with the establishment of
regular riverfly sampling
by another team of
enthusiastic volunteers,
without which this
important work could not
be done……so thanks to
them!
These same 10 Village Conservation Group
volunteers also monitor local ponds for the presence
of Great Crested Newts, install benches (e.g. at
Clayton West Pack Horse Bridge), repair stiles (e.g. in
Upper Denby, in partnership with Walkers are
Welcome, ahead of the Denby Dash) and successfully
demonstrated their various projects at Emley Show.

NEW WALKING LEAFLET
The Parish Council has funded the
printing of a new walking leaflet;
‘Ruins and Rebuilds’, devised by the
Denby Dale Walkers Are Welcome
Group.
This is available in the two libraries in
the parish, look out for further leaflets!
Walkers are
Welcome also
were involved in
repair of a bench in
High Flatts/
Birdsedge,
affording great
views across the
parish and beyond!
School work last term culminated in
Skelmanthorpe Academy achieving
their Eco-School Bronze Award…
congratulations to them!... and the
project also assisted Denby CofE First
School, Cumberworth and Emley with
their environmental work, both in the
school grounds and beyond.
In July a bat detection walk around Churchfield was well
attended, in Partnership with Yorkshire Wildlife Trust,
and the
project is also
working with
both West and
South
Yorkshire
Badger
Groups to look
for a potential
site to locate
an artificial
badger sett.
Finally a request from the Clayton West Millennium
Green Trust who are seeking new members, volunteers
and trustees to help manage their lovely green space. If
interested, please contact Sue Hellewell: 07971 818614.
SAFE PATH
Thanks to lobbying by the Parish Council, there is now
a safe footpath from Shelley College, all the way along
Shelley Woodhouse Lane from the entrance to the
school field to the junction with Ponker Lane.
This was a health and safety issue for young
people walking to and from school, so we felt
that it only right that Kirklees Council should
make it a priority!
-Cllr Denby
We hope you approve!

To contact the Parish Council, email clerk@denbydale.com or phone the Clerk on 01484 861239. Office hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday. For visitor information see www.denbydale-kirkburton.org.uk For local history see www.denbydalekirkburtonarchives.co.uk.

