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NEW CHAIRMAN 

 
Following the recent Annual Council Meeting, Denby 
Dale Parish councillors elected Upper Denby resident 
Cllr John Cook as the new Chairman of the Council for 
the forthcoming year. 
The new Vice Chairman of the council is Cllr Ray Gott 
of Emley. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Outgoing Chairman Cllr Janet Depledge and new 
Chairman Cllr John Cook 

 
SMALL GRANTS 

 
The Parish Council operates a small grant scheme 
where local groups can apply for funding for up to 
£500. Grant forms are available on our website or 
directly from the Clerk.  
 
The deadline for submitting a small grant application 
this year is 16 October 2018. Small grants awarded 
last included; trombones for Emley Brass Band, 
money towards a website for Scissett Youth Amateur 
Swim Club and music for Skelmanthorpe Male Voice 
Choir. 
 
The Community Grant Scheme is open all year round, 
for details please see our website. Last year 
community grants included; a mower for Nortonthorpe 
Cricket Club and equipment for the Denby Dale & 
District Men’s Shed Association. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUMMARY OF ANNUAL REPORT 
2017-2018 

Summary of accounts 2017-2018 
Precept (Parish Council portion of 
Council Tax) 

233,746.00 

Refund of VAT 11,001.27 
Other items (refunds, loan 
repayment, allotment payments, 
building income, bank interest) 

12,971.90 

Total income 257,719.17 
General running costs 

Administration including 
authorised travel costs, 
employment, insurance, office 
equipment, postage, stationery, 
telephone/internet 

114,443.88 

Civic Governance costs 
Audit fees, conferences, training, 
civic functions, subscriptions 

3,645.74 

Public Information 
Advertisements, annual report, 
newsletter, noticeboards and 
website 

5,453.75 

Grants 
Small grants, school grants and 
community grants and loan to 
Friends of Skelmanthorpe Textile 
& Heritage Centre 

48,761.09 

Parish Projects 
Countryside Project 2,562.47 
Christmas trees, hanging baskets 
and poppy wreaths 

6,180.00 

Restoration of phone boxes and 
purchase of litter bins & dog bags 

2,737.65 

Total expenditure 183,784.58 
 

Full details of all the Parish Council’s accounts are 
available on the website www.denbydale.com or from 
the Clerk at clerk@denbydale.com.  
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Countryside Officer’s Update 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proud bird box makers at Denby Dale Men’s Shed, at 
their Scissett workshop, excelled themselves by 

producing a magnificent 
Barn Owl box over the 
winter. It now stands 
strikingly on Denby Delf, 
between Upper Denby and 
High Flatts, where other 
current work includes 
developing interpretation 
boards for this significant 
Local Wildlife Site. 

 
Birds of a smaller variety are being encouraged to visit 
the grounds of Emley First School after pupils made 
feeders, some of which were also installed at Emley 
Millennium Green. Other work by the Countryside 
Project with schools recently has been at 
Skelmanthorpe First (grounds development with the 
10 Village Volunteers), Birdsedge (bug hotel 
construction), Kayes (Tree [Charter] planting at 
Clayton West Millennium Green) and at St Aidan’s, 
where they are being supported to become an 
internationally recognised Eco-School. Where 
possible, environmental work at all schools in the 
parish is being linked to this prestigious award. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After attendance at a training course, 10 Village 
volunteers have laid hedge that they originally planted 
alongside the newt ponds, which they maintain and 
monitor.  

This roving environmental volunteer group have also 
helped the developing Scissett gardening project to clear 
ground at St Augustine’s Church and maintain the newt 
sculpture installed at the entrance to the Kirklees Light 
Railway. 

Clearing litter at Clayton West Millennium Green and 
Emley was undertaken by local community groups and 
ridding the river of Invasive Non Native Species (INNS) 
is an ongoing task for Friends of The Dearne. We patrol 
the headwaters from High Flatts through to Clayton West 
but, through partnership work with our friends 
downstream, we are now linked into the wider Dearne 
Valley Nature Improvement Area (NIA) big picture. 
Maintenance of green spaces at East Hill, Cliffe Woods 
and Churchfield continues and Dave will be leading a 
bike ride around Denby Dale (Sat 30th June) as part of 
the East Peak Outdoors Festival (23rd June – 8th July). 
He will also be supporting supporting a Walkers Are 
Welcome volunteer who is leading a walk from Clayton 
West to the Yorkshire Sculpture Park on Sun 1st July. 

 

FLY TIPPING 
 
Fly tipping is on the increase across the country, and 
also within Kirklees. This is a crime and it’s also anti-
social, as someone has to pick up the bill for clearing it 
up, which could be the Council or private landowners.   
Kirklees will do all it can to stamp out this crime, and 
when those that commit fly tipping are caught, they will 
either be issued with a fixed penalty ticket, or if the case 
is severe enough they will be prosecuted.  
 
A local business was convicted by magistrates only a 
few weeks ago for persistent fly tipping, and it cost them 
in total £906 in fines and costs. Five fixed penalty notices 
were also issued from just one of the hotspots in the 
ward, one being for £75.00 and four for £400.00 
 
Always ensure that if you are paying anyone to take 
away rubbish for you that they are registered and 
licensed to do so, as there are some companies out 
there that will charge residents and then fly tip the 
rubbish, and if it is traced back to you, then unfortunately 
you will be liable for the fly tipping offence. If anyone has 
any information on fly tipping then they should report it to 
Kirklees as soon as possible on Tel: 01484 221000 or 
via the website. 


