
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To contact the Parish Council, email clerk@denbydale.com or phone the Clerk on 01484 861239.  Office hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday.  For visitor information see www.denbydale-kirkburton.org.uk For local history see www.denbydalekirkburtonarchives.co.uk. 
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CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME 
At the recent Annual Council 
Meeting, successfully held via 
video technology for the first 
time, Denby Dale resident Cllr 
Neil Denby was unanimously 
elected as Chair of the 
Council. Cllr Kelvyn Waites 
was elected to continue as 
Vice-Chair. The council’s 20 

councillors represent the four wards of Emley, 
Clayton West, Skelmanthorpe and Denby and 
Cumberworth. There is currently a vacancy in 
Emley Ward. 
 

This is a strange time, writes Cllr Denby, with a lot 
of uncertainty about the future, so it is good that 
we have used the technology to make sure that we 
can still function even though the Council 
Chamber building is currently closed. Essential 
business continues; our Countryside Officer and 
Clerk are still both working and supporting our 
communities; grant applications are still being 
received, processed and awarded; the public can 
even still attend meetings and have their voices 
heard (via online technology).There would 
normally be a handing over of the civic chain and 
a rather embarrassed portrait of the new Chair 
wearing it at this time but, due to the lockdown, this 
is not about to happen. The chain remains firmly in 
its box. (I’m quite glad, really.) 
 

COUNTRYSIDE OFFICER’S UPDATE 
 

Despite a very wet February, 
the development of the 
community allotment continued 
at Churchfield, culminating in 
the development of a keyhole 
garden with volunteers from the 
Support to Recovery project 
(S2R), when things began to 
dry out in March. (Some of their 

online wellbeing resources can be found at: 
https://www.s2r.org.uk/take-part ). Their 
involvement was indicative of increased interest in 
the plot but was unfortunately curtailed by the 
coronavirus lockdown, although we will be able to 
resume community involvement when feasible. 
Please contact Dave, the Countryside Officer, for 
further details.  

Elsewhere on Churchfield, 
the grass was mown and a 
living willow shelter was 
planted around one of the 
benches. Another growing 
project at St Augustines in 
Scissett was also 
supported. 

The Wildflower project has 
bloomed at East Hill Woods 
and hopefully a display will 
also soon be seen on the small area in front of 
Skelmanthorpe council offices. Approximately 350 
trees were planted at Park Mill in March, involving 
the 10 Village Conservation Group, Navigators and 
young people who want to develop the bike track on 
site. 

Prior to schools closing, the project gave support to 
environmental work at Cumberworth First, 
Skelmanthorpe Academy and Denby Dale First and 
Nursery, including pond clearance at the two latter. 
Continuing on the aquatic theme, we hope to 
resume concerted river pollution monitoring by 
riverfly sampling soon, linking into our involvement 
in the wider Dearne Valley Nature Improvement 
Area (NIA). 

 
SUMMARY OF ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2019-20 

 
Operating Income 
 

£ 
Administration (inc. 
Precept) 

153,124 
 Heritage 216 
 Allotments 

 
828 

 Council Building 
 

2,533 
TOTAL INCOME 
 

156,701 
Running Costs 
 

£ 
Administration 
 

90,919 
Civic 
 

0 
Grants 
 

39,637 
Events 
 

6,580 
Heritage 
 

630 
Allotments 
 

9 
Council Building 
 

66,453 
Countryside Project 
 

2,720 
Churchfields open space 
 

2,190 
Total Expenditure 
 

209,138 



 
SMALL GRANTS 
 

The Parish Council operates a small grant scheme 
where local groups can apply for funding for up to 
£1,000. Grant forms are available on our website 
or directly from the Clerk. The deadline for 
submitting a small grant application this year is 15 
October 2020. Small grants awarded last included 
funds towards a mower for Denby Dale Cricket 
Club and replacement machinery for Denby Dale 
& District Men’s Shed Association. 
The Community Grant Scheme is open all year  
round, for details please see our website. Last year 
community grants included; re-fitting of changing 
rooms at Cumberworth Football Club, insulation 
material at Clayton West Darby & Joan Club and a 
replacement noticeboard applied for by Denby 
Village Conservation Group. 
 
 

 

WALKERS ARE WELCOME 
Walking on public rights of way has been important 
in this time of lockdown and Denby Dale Walkers 
are Welcome Group  have developed two new 
walks, “The Lower Cumberworh Circular” (3.2 miles 
with a shorter alternative) and “The Denby Dawdle” 
(5 or 5.6 miles) - the leaflets (funded by the Parish 
Council) can be viewed on our website and at 
https://www.denbydale-walkersarewelcome.org.uk 
Printed copies are available from “Utterly 
Yorkshire”. Members are also clearing paths and 
repairing stiles and bridges. 
 

Full details of all the Parish Council’s accounts are 
available on the website www.denbydale.com or 
from the Clerk at clerk@denbydale.com. 

 
We are in a very challenging time, not only in terms of health, but the effect that the crisis is having on 
people’s livelihoods and wellbeing. There is a lot of support available in our area via the Denby Dale 
Centre – which we are working with closely and supporting - and we wanted to take this opportunity to 
make you aware of what is available: 
 
• A shopping service. People who are isolating or otherwise unable to shop for themselves can order 

shopping via the Centre online or by phone and have it delivered to their homes by local volunteers,  
• The Denby Dale Food Fund, established by a Parish Council resolution, allows the shopping service 

to provide emergency shopping for anyone who lives in the parish and is struggling to get by, without 
cost to them. 

• A prescription delivery service is available for anyone who needs a prescription collecting. 
• A ‘chatterbox’ service, with volunteers speaking over the phone to residents who are isolated and 

in need of someone to speak to.  
• A dog walking service for people who aren’t currently able take their pets out. 
 
You can contact the DDC on their phonelines between 9am and 4pm, Monday to Saturday on 01484 
607189, 07957668043 or 07957668054. You can find their website at: https://www.ddc.org.uk. 
 

JIGSAW PUZZLE FESTIVAL 

One of the most difficult aspects of being in isolation during the Covid19 pandemic is to be able to remain 
mentally stimulated and motivated. At Skelmanthorpe Methodist Church we are establishing a Jigsaw 
Puzzle Festival. We have collected second-hand jigsaws and bought backing boards on which 
participants can complete them. They are collected and stored at the church in readiness for the Festival. 

We realised that sharing the jigsaws with those individuals in isolation because of the crisis would be 
beneficial in a number of ways, not least in keeping in contact with them.  So we set up the service of 
delivering and collecting the jigsaws when completed. We have gathered around ninety jigsaws to date, 
but we are now down to fewer than ten. We would like to continue taking jigsaws out and would really 
appreciate any donations of used jigsaws people may wish to offer.  
We would be more than happy to collect them and thank-you in  
anticipation. Please contact us on: 
07969926513 or  smcfundraising@outlook.com.   
Cllr Stuart Merry, Chair of Skelmanthorpe Methodist Church.  
'Activities & Community OutReach  Network'  ACORN 
 

DENBY DALE CENTRE 
 

The members of the Parish Council wish you 
well in these difficult times. We also offer our 
thanks to all of the fantastic volunteers and local 
staff working to support people during this crisis.  

COMMUNITY 
SUPPORT and 
OUTREACH 
 
 


