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Walking for Health

Village Step Challenge

Lockdown has had a detrimental effect
on many people’s physical and
mental health. This has
been particularly
hard on those
advised
to
shield. Walking
provides many
health benefits,
walking in natural surroundings being
particularly good for improving mental
health. In our Parish, we have many public
footpaths, the excellent walks suggested by
Walkers are Welcome and, most recently, a
competition between the villages to see who can
achieve the most steps.

The ward community Covid response group has, in
conjunction with the Denby Dale Centre, organised
a village step challenge. This is just a bit of lighthearted fun to get people out and try to prove which
village is the most active. There are no prizes just
pride at stake, and of course bragging rights. To
ensure fairness the results are based on village
populations. Details of the challenge can be found
on www.ddc.org.uk/step. Once you sign up you can
register your steps at…

Public footpaths
If you are unsure whether a path is a Public Right
of Way, or whether cycles and horses are also
permitted, or are unsure where a path goes, try
searching online for ‘Kirklees PROW’, then clicking
on ‘Search for a Public Right of Way’ on the page
that appears. The map revealed shows
bridleways, byways and footpaths and, using the
legend, ( icon) many other details. If any signs
(or entire footpaths) are missing, you can report
this to our Countryside Officer, or to the Kirklees
PROW officer for action.
Denby Dale Walkers are Welcome
The group's upgraded website is
at www.denbydale-walkersarewelcome.org.uk,
where you can find a number of walks. Leaflets
for these will, once they reopen, be available in
the libraries and are also available at Utterly
Yorkshire. The scenic Penistone Line is a great
asset to our area
and, ahead of the
hoped-for return to
public transport,
the Group have
devised ten new
"train walks" all
involving a ride on
the train and a walk
to or from Denby
Dale station.

https://docs.google.com/.../1FAIpQLSe4Z.../viewform

Kirklees Council Re-openings
As we move slowly out of lockdown towards a more
normal way of life, Kirklees Council are working on a
plan to re-open public buildings, libraries etc.
These re-openings will be done in a Covid secure
way, gradually. There will be no ‘big bang’ to take us
suddenly back to the way things were pre-pandemic.
It’s sensible to re-open facilities in a controlled
manner, to ensure that the last year has not been
wasted, as we don’t want to see infections rising. An
additional logistical issue is that many of the council’s
staff are still working with the vaccination and testing
programmes and other Covid related issues so
unable to immediately return to former jobs.
Of course, those facilities reliant on volunteers will
only re-open once the volunteers are consulted and
are happy with the process. – Cllr Graham Turner
The response to the Covid-19 pandemic is still
being co-ordinated by the Denby Dale Centre,
recently moved to Westleigh House, near the
viaduct. Transport to vaccinations, walking buddies,
telephone support, emergency food support…
Helpline open Mon-Fri 10-3.

WAW circular walk

To contact the Parish Council, email clerk@denbydale.com or phone the Clerk on 01484 861239. Office hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday. For visitor information see www.denbydale-kirkburton.org.uk For local history see www.denbydalekirkburtonarchives.co.uk.

Penistone Line Update

Countryside News Spring 2021

Kirklees officers are working on a submission to
Government to fund the twin tracking of the
Penistone line, to enable a half hourly service to
be introduced. This potential investment would be
a major boost to public transport through the
Denby Dale ward and will make the use of trains
much more of an option for residents.

Despite not being able to
work with volunteers for
much of the winter, seasonal
work
has
continued wildflower bed sowing and
maintenance
to
allow
vernalisation in the cold,
ready for good displays
hopefully in spring/summer.
Hedge-laying
has
been
carried out along the Kirklees Light Railway.

This project has been developed with the full
support of all the Councillors affected and all MPs
whose constituencies are covered by the line; the
Mayor of South Yorkshire is also supportive.
This is truly an all-party project and it is hoped that
this collaboration will be a major factor when the
Government looks at the proposals. If the funding
is granted its anticipated that we should have a half
hourly service within the next 4 years.
Dog Fouling
The level of complaints around dog fouling seems
to be on the increase. To help reduce the issue,
the parish council continues to provide dog poo
bags, but in support of this we are also happy to
supply dispensers for the bags around the Parish.
Each dispenser does need a volunteer to keep it
stocked up with bags, which the council will
supply. Used bags should be deposited in a
council bin, or in your black bin at home.
If you know of a site that would benefit from a
dispenser and are willing to volunteer to keep it
stocked up, please contact a councillor who will
arrange with you to manage it, once it is installed.
Community Grants
The Parish Council has continued to receive
applications and award grants, including large
community grants. Grants have supported:
• Changing rooms, Emley Moor ARLFC £30,000.
• Mower, Windmill Bowling Club £1,369
• Kitchen equipment, Clayton West Bowling Club
£1,000
• Laser/social distancing equipment, Upper
Dearne Valley Navigators £800
• Drainage improvements, Denby Dale Cricket
Club £9,000
• Mower and line marking equipment
Skelmanthorpe FC £2,911
Small Grants have also been awarded and
Schools Grants to all eligible schools in the parish
to support activities to enhance the curriculum.
Denby Dale Parish Environment
Trust have funding up to £1000
available
to
local
groups:
http://ddpet.co.uk/projects/grants/,
so please apply if you have a project in mind
that can start up as spring bursts into life.

Maintenance of the parish’s extensive network of
public rights of way is ongoing: clearing paths;
stile/step repairs and, with Walkers are Welcome,
developing some excellent new walks.
Preparations for the new growing season continue
apace at the community allotment in Churchfield,
and maintenance at the wider Churchfield site, Cliffe
and East Hill Woods, where possible.
Tree-planting is very important
in October-March to combat
climate change and encourage
biodiversity. 3,000 trees have
been planted at Park Gate in
Skelmanthorpe by ourselves
and site owners Kirklees, to
kickstart the sustainable development there for the
well-being of local people and wildlife.
On a smaller scale, an orchard has been planted at
Skelmanthorpe, both projects supported by the
Parish Council’s Climate Emergency Working
Group, which is also funding environmental
improvements in local schools as of April, to help
them achieve the internationa
lly recognised Eco-Schools award.
Following the successful planting of the community
orchard, we are very happy to look at other sites
within the parish, ready for the next tree planting
season. If anyone has any suggestions where a
community orchard could be created then please
contact me, and I will assess the site for suitability
over the summer, ready for planting in the Autumn.
Other positive developments are the establishment
of a Friends of the Dearne Group, which will expand
its monitoring of the river for wildlife and be involved
in specific improvements, as the Dearne rises and
runs through our parish. This is made possible by
partnership working with The River Stewardship
Company/Riverlution and funding from Yorkshire
Water’s Biodiversity Fund, extending upstream the
work of the Dearne Valley Green Heart Nature
Improvement Area.
David Wilde, Countryside Officer, 07939 446581
countryside@denbydale.com

