
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To contact the Parish Council, email clerk@denbydale.com or phone the Clerk on 01484 861239.  Office hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday.  For visitor information see www.denbydale-kirkburton.org.uk For local history see www.denbydalekirkburtonarchives.co.uk. 
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NEW CHAIR OF THE COUNCIL 
Following the Annual Council 
Meeting held in May, Cllr Polly 
Flinders from the Skelmanthorpe 
Ward was elected Chair. The new 
Vice Chair is Cllr Kevin Carr, from 
Clayton West Ward.  

Below Polly explains something of what Denby Dale 
Parish Council (DDPC) does….  
DDPC is an extra layer of local government made 
up of 20 elected or co-opted councillors who live in 
the villages they represent. Each household pays a 
small amount in addition to Council Tax, which 
DDPC spends on behalf of the people of the area. 
All those small amounts (I pay £23.13 per year) can 
have a really positive impact on the local community 
and on people’s wellbeing.   
 
A key cost is the maintenance and upkeep of the 
Council Offices in Skelmanthorpe, which houses 
Skelmanthorpe library. In more normal times, this is 
where our meetings would take place. It also hosted 
the fortnightly visit of a representative of the 
Citizens’ Advice Bureau who offered advice and 
information to local people, paid for by DDPC.  we 
hope to restart it as soon as allowed.  
 
We employ a highly qualified and invaluable Clerk 
(Carole Wadsworth) and a Countryside Officer 
(Dave Wilde). Carole deals with legal and financial 
matters and also acts as the building manager. She 
keeps our website up to date with contact numbers 
and news and links to other groups such as Walkers 
are Welcome. https://denbydale.com   Dave works 
with local schools, allotment groups, and volunteers 
who are keen on conserving the Denby Dale 
countryside at its varied and beautiful best.  
 
We are able to offer grants of up to £1,000 to all the 
schools in our area to fund extra-curricular activities  
– grants have bought wellies and waterproofs for 
classes outside; outdoor seating for quiet social 
time; sports equipment; even artists and  poets for 
specific projects.   
 
Grants, small and large, also support local 
community groups. For example, we have recently 
given a grant to the Friends of Churchfield in Denby 
Dale to pay the fees to host a website, and at the 
other end of the scale, we’re helping Emley Moor 
ARLFC to pay for their new changing rooms. We’re 

also funding some of the refurbishment at the Pie Hall.   
Over the years we have contributed to the cost of 
numerous mowers and rollers at bowling clubs and 
cricket clubs all around the Parish. 
 
Don’t forget: if you are involved with a group who 
could be interested in making an application for 
funding help, the rules and regulations, along with 
application forms, are available on the website.   
 
If you are interested in local history, you’ll be keen to 
know that we help to fund the fascinating Denby Dale 
and Kirkburton Archive website (see below).  
 
DDPC can offer comments on local planning matters, 
(though we have no statutory powers to enforce our 
suggestions) and are also trying to raise awareness 
and express our concern about the effects of global 
warming, with our Climate Emergency Group.  We 
also monitor local public transport matters, and in the 
past, have given our views to local bus companies. 

I think the Parish Council makes a positive difference 
to our community and our area - and that’s why it is a 
real honour, especially for someone who was not born 
here, to be Chair of Denby Dale Parish Council.   
 

Local history website upgrade 
            

Our local history website, 
which gives access to over 
65,000 records, has now 
been significantly upgraded. 
Full-screen & zoom options 
now enhance the 
wonderful collection of 
historic photos; a new 
page-turning facility 
simplifies the reading of 

multi-page documents; & the Search facility encourages 
further study. Browse to your heart’s content at 
www.denbydalekirkburtonarchives.co.uk 

 

Junction of High Street & Church 
Lane, Clayton West 

Denby Dale milking time - Smithy 
Hill, Upper Denby 

Original wooden viaduct, Denby 
Dale 



Climate Emergency Working Group (CEWG) 
 
The CEWG - Parish Councillors, 
the Countryside Officer, local 
schools, businesses and 
concerned individuals, has 
continued to meet remotely 
during the pandemic, supporting 
green and climate related issues. 
Recently we held a competition 
for a poster for display in shops 
on International Plastic Bag Free 
day, July 4th.  

On the day, supporters 
held a stall outside the 
Grow Refill Store in  
Skelmanthorpe, giving 
away free reusable 
bags to try to reduce 
the number of single-
use plastic bags.  

They gave 
away 70 
reusable bags 
and over 80 
leaflets. It was 
good to see 
that many 
shoppers had 
their own 
bags and 
were 

prepared to engage in conversation about the issue 
of plastic bags. It was also good to talk to people 
and listen to their concerns. There were some really 
uplifting conversations with people taking positive 
actions within their own lives. We hope similar 
events can be held in other villages. 
 

Countryside News Summer 2021 
 

Volunteers continued their enthusiasm to catch up 
on lost time as the lockdown eased and the Ten 
Village Conservation Group had a particularly 
successful day starting the improved access work at 
Park Gate, Skelmanthorpe. This will be continued 
as a ‘Friends Of’ the site forms - contact Dave for 
further details on involvement in this and all other 
projects mentioned.  
 
Ten Villages also resumed monitoring of the newt 
project alongside a training programme to ensure its 
sustainability. Similarly, Riverfly sampling continued 

with Friends of 
the Dearne as 
the newly 
constituted 
group launched 
the Rewilding 
the Dearne 
project with a 
river clean up. 

The river was the focus for a geography walk by 
Denby (CE) First School, who also explored the 
wildlife at Denby Delf along with work closer to home 
in the school grounds. This will help the school 
achieve the Eco-School award, work that is being 
supported by the CEWG across all parish schools. 
Birdsedge and Cumberworth scho  
ols have been particularly active on 
environmental work this term, as have 
St Aidan’s who achieved the 
internationally recognised top Green 
Flag award! 
 
Work with young people on environmental projects is 
especially important, as it is their future well-being we 
are striving to ensure, so it was great to build a bug 
hotel with Clayton West Cubs in Cliffe Woods. The 
Cliffe Woods Conservation Group supported this work 
and continue to maintain their site, as do the Friends 
of Churchfield, Churchfield Allotment Community 
Project, Clayton West Millennium Green and East Hill 
Woods. On an artistic note, the Countryside Project 
also supported installations as part of the Woven 
textile festival at East Hill and by the U3A in 
Skelmanthorpe at the council offices. 
 
Other public green spaces recently supported by the 
project were planting at the Clayton West war 
memorial and tidying up of the community garden with 
Cumberworth Community Association. Dave also led 
Walkers Are Welcome on the Lower Cumberworth 
Circular, as part of their walking festival. He can be 
contacted at: David Wilde, Countryside Officer  
07939 446581 countryside@denbydale.com 

Operating Income £ 
Administration 150,002 
Heritage 99 
Allotments 570 
Council Building 14 
Total Income 150,685 
Running Costs  
Administration 81,822 
Civic 65,444 
Grants 6,480 
Events 0 
Allotments 157 
Council Building 32,149 
Countryside Project 2,264 
Churchfield OS 920 
Total Expenditure 189,237 
General Fund Analysis  
Opening Balance 397,121 
Plus Income for year 150,685 
 547,807 
Less Exp for year 189,237 
 358,570 
+/- from Reserves 10,962 
Closing Balance 347,608 

DDPC Accounts Summary 2020-21 
(Full unaudited accounts available via website or Clerk.) 

 

The winner (above) Isla Schofield, Emley First School. Runner-
up (below) Grace Field, St Aidan’s. 


